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Republicans are stuck in the past 

when insurance companies could use 
premium dollars for bonuses for the 
bosses rather than health care. All 
around America this month there will 
be hundreds of thousands of people who 
will be getting a rebate because insur-
ance companies weren’t spending 
enough money on them but, rather, on 
their own salaries. We set a limit: You 
have to spend 80 percent of a premium 
to help people get well. They are stuck 
in the past and they want to return to 
when insurance companies were king. 
They are hopelessly stuck in the past. 

But there was a vote that we should 
all focus on, on the Affordable Care 
Act. It was a 5–4 vote that upheld that 
bill. The Supreme Court of the United 
States did that. But I guess they didn’t 
get the news. The Supreme Court ruled 
the act is constitutional. It is the law 
of the land now. 

We need to move on. They need to 
catch up on the fact that people want 
us to work to create jobs, whether it is 
in Alaska, Nevada, Kentucky—any of 
the States. But they want us to vote on 
repealing the Affordable Care Act. 

On July 19, they blocked us from vot-
ing on a bill to prevent outsourcing 
jobs—which, by the way, their Presi-
dential nominee is very good at doing. 
Now they want us to vote on repealing 
the Affordable Care Act. 

On July 12, they blocked passage of 
the small business jobs bill that would 
have helped small businesses all over 
this country. They wanted to vote on 
repealing the Affordable Care Act. 

But on March 29, they blocked a bill 
to promote renewable energy. 

On March 13, they blocked Senator 
STABENOW’s amendment to extend ex-
piring energy tax credits. 

They wanted to vote on the Afford-
able Care Act, and they stopped us 
from proceeding to put workers back 
on the job building and modernizing 
America, and that was done on Novem-
ber 3. 

On October 20, they blocked the mo-
tion to proceed to a bill to keep teach-
ers and first responders on the job. 

They so badly want to go back and 
fight these old battles that they 
blocked a motion to proceed to the 
American Jobs Act. 

They blocked us on a bill to reau-
thorize the Economic Development Ad-
ministration, something that has been 
done as a matter of fact in the past, 
creating thousands of jobs in America. 
They wanted us to vote on repealing 
the Affordable Care Act. 

One day last year, after weeks of de-
bate, they blocked the bill to improve 
small business innovation. That, by the 
way, is one of the programs that has 
done so many interesting things, in-
cluding inventing the electric tooth-
brush. 

Republicans are hopelessly stuck in 
the past. They need to stop trying to 
repeal a law enacted 3 years ago. The 
Supreme Court has declared it con-
stitutional. Let’s move on to try to get 
jobs for people. 

So I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 

the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I believe we 
are now on a motion to proceed to S. 
3457; is that correct? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is 
correct. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. REID. I have a cloture motion at 

the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the motion to 
proceed to Calendar No. 476, S. 3457, a bill to 
require the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
establish a veterans jobs corps, and for other 
purposes. 

Harry Reid, John F. Kerry, Bernard 
Sanders, Kent Conrad, Al Franken, 
Tom Udall, Christopher A. Coons, Mark 
Begich, Patty Murray, Bill Nelson, 
Amy Klobuchar, Thomas R. Carper, 
Robert Menendez, Jim Webb, Kirsten 
E. Gillibrand, Jeff Merkley, Jack Reed. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the mandatory quorum under rule 
XXII be waived and that the vote with 
respect to this motion occur at 2:15 on 
Tuesday, September 11. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
would like to thank Chairman MURRAY 
for her work on the Veterans Jobs 
Corps Act. 

The unemployment rate for our 
young, returning veterans is higher 
than that national average, and this is 
a travesty. This important bill would 
invest $1 billion in creating a Veterans 
Jobs Corps to help our veterans transi-
tion into civilian life and get job place-
ments in important areas of law en-
forcement, first responders positions, 
or positions in parks and forests in-
volving restoration and protection of 
our public lands. 

The bill makes other strategic in-
vestments to improve our infrastruc-
ture to help veterans with their job 
search. Veterans deserve access to 
Internet at one-stop job centers, as 
well as qualified outreach specialists to 
help disabled veterans seek employ-
ment. It is designed to help ensure that 
veterans get the credit they deserve for 
their training and military experiences 
when they seek civilian certification 
and licenses. 

I would also like thank Leader REID 
and Chairman MURRAY and their staffs 

for working with me to find an accept-
able offset for this legislation, which 
would have had an impact on the Na-
tional Energy Technology Laboratory, 
NETL, located in West Virginia. NETL 
does critically important research on 
improving the safety and environ-
mental sustainability of offshore oil 
and gas development and importantly 
for my State they are working on iden-
tifying measures that can be taken to 
reduce the environmental impact and 
improve the safety of shale gas produc-
tion. I am pleased that we will be able 
to switch out the objectionable offset 
and move this bill forward quickly as 
soon as we return from recess. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to a period of morning business, with 
Senators allowed to speak for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

DISABILITIES CONVENTION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the Disabil-
ities Convention enjoys strong bipar-
tisan support in the Senate, with Sen-
ators McCAIN, DURBIN, KERRY, BAR-
RASSO, COONS, TOM UDALL, MORAN, and 
HARKIN leading the charge to ratify the 
Convention. With their help, I hope we 
will be able to move this treaty for-
ward in the future. 

Twenty-two years ago, Congress 
passed the Americans with Disabilities 
Act to lift the barriers Americans with 
disabilities faced in everyday life. And 
ever since the passage of that law, the 
United States has been a leader in ex-
panding disability rights across the 
globe. 

We have led, other countries have fol-
lowed, and persons with disabilities 
have found ever greater opportunities 
to succeed. Now we are presented with 
an opportunity to strengthen our lead-
ership on disability rights around the 
world by joining the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

This convention is another step to-
wards ensuring that all people with a 
disability, in any country, are treated 
with dignity and given the right to 
achieve to their full potential. 

Let me read part of a recent state-
ment to the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee from one of my esteemed prede-
cessors, former Senate Majority Leader 
Bob Dole, recipient of two Purple 
Hearts and a Bronze Star for heroic 
achievement, who was wounded fight-
ing for our country in World War II. 

U.S. ratification of the [Convention] will 
improve physical, technological and commu-
nication access outside the U.S., thereby 
helping to ensure that Americans—particu-
larly, many thousands of disabled American 
veterans—have equal opportunities to live, 
work, and travel abroad. . . . An active U.S. 
presence in implementation of global dis-
ability rights will promote the market for 
devices such as wheelchairs, smart phones, 
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